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MINUTES 


OF THE 


UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


DAMASCUS CHURCH, , / 
Cortan Co., Miss., Sept. 20, 1861.) 
Union Association met pursuant to adjournment. The 
Introductory Sermon was preached by Bro. W. W. Bolls. 
Took a recess of an hour. 


-_~_- eo- 
wa 


2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Association was called to order by the Moderator, 
Bro. D. J. Brown. 
Prayer by Bro. Z. Reeves. 
The letters from the different churehes were read by 
Beethren 8. G. Mullins and E. R. Freeman. 
3ro. Gallman requested not to be re-elected Clerk, 0 
account of ill-health. 
Proceeded to the election of officers, which resulted in 
the choice of Brethren D. J. Brown, Moderator, O. L 
Johnston, Clerk, and E. Sumrall, Treasurer. 
The Moderator returned his thanks to the Association in 
a few appropriate remarks. . 
CALLED FOR PETITIONARY LETTERS. 
Letters were presented from Crystal Springs and New 
Bahala churches, and being found sound, the right hand 
of fellowship was extended to their Delegates by the Mod- 


erator. 








4 ! “MINUTES OF THE 


CALLED FOR CORRESPONDENCE. 


Received letter and oackage of Minutes from Miss. As- 
sociation, by the bande of her Messengers, Brethren Z. 
Reeves, ©. L. Oliver and H. H. Thompson. 

Strong River Minutes and letter, y her Messengers, 
Bre’n M. T.‘Conn and A. Murray. 


APPOINTED THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEES : 


To Arrange Preaching: The Pastor and Deacons’ of 
Damascus Church, with Bre’n §. Tillman and 8. P; Odle- 
man. 

To Arrange Order of Business: Bre’n W. F. Green, 
W. H. Taylor and J. L. Lewis. 

On Finance : Bre’n F. A. Martin, A. H. Frink and J. 
C. Pitts. 


On Nominations: Bre’n W. Mullins, E. R. Freeman’ 


and A. J. Tillman. 

Resolved, That we have a recess half after 11 o’clock, 
to-morrow, to have preaching. 

Visiting brethren were inyited to seats. Bro. William 
Ashcraft, of Alabama, accepted the invitation, 

Committee on Preaching report: Bro. Z. Reeves 
preach at half after 11 o’clock, to-morrow. 

Report adopted. 

A ppointed correspondence, as follows: 

Strong River Association: Bre’n W. B. Gallman, Wm. 
Mullins, D. J. Brown and W. H. Taylor. Bro. W. B. 
Gallman to write. 

Mississippi Association; Bre’n E. R. Freeman, W.. W. 
Bolls, 8. G. Mullins, D. J. Brown and S. Buffkin. Bro. 
Freeman to write. 

Central Association: Bre’n O. L, Johnston, A. J, Till- 


man, G. Cagle, A. W: Scott and F. A. Martin. Bro. Mar- 
tin to write. 


will 


Mississippi Baptist State Convention: Bre’n W. H. 
Taylor, D. J. Brown, W. F. Green, D. Griffing, A. H. 
Frink, S. Tillman and G. W. Tombs. Bro, Taylor to 
write. 


On motion, adjourned until § 0’clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 


Prayer by Bro. J. L. Pettigrew. 





listens 
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UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 5 


§ O'CLOCK, SATURDAY MORNING. 


Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Bro. A. Murray. 
Read and approved the Minutes of yesterday. 

The Committe of Arrangements reported the same as 


last year. ‘ 
On motion, 
Resolved, That we will hold our next meeting with the Church at New Zion, Co- 
piah county. 


Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to repert on Publications, and 
especially on the circulation of the Scriptures and religious literature among our 
soldiers. : 

The Committee: W. H. Taylor, 8. G. Mullins and E. 
R. Freeman, 

Committee on Books reported. Report received. (Ap- 
pendix A.) 

Called for motions and resolutions. 

Resolved, That the 4th Article of our Rules of Decorum be so amended as to 
read : “ And hold their offices until their successofs are elected.” 

Read and adopted correspondence with Strong River 
and Mississippi Central Associations, and Mississippi Bap- 
tist State Converjtion. .- : : 
on Delegate to 8. B. 8.8. U. reported. (A ppertdix 

a . 
Report adopted, and an order given on the Treasurer for 
the amount of his expenses, 

Half after 11 o’clock took a recess for preaching. 

Bro. Reeves preached an interesting sermon from John, 
14-6: ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.” He was 
listened to by a large and attentive audience. 


ifr 








6 MINUTES OF THE 
2 O’CLOCK. 


Met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by Bro. A. W. Scott. 

On motion, Bro. G. W. Foster was excused from fur- 
ther attendance. 


Committee on Nominations reported. (Appendix ©.) © - 


Execntive Board submitted their report. Adopted. (Ap- 
pendix D. 

On motion, 

Reaoltedf That this Association request the churches composing this body to take 
up a collection at their meetings in the month of December, for the purpose of 
liquidating’ our indebtedness to our Missionary ; that said amounts be forwarded 
to our Treasurer, E. N. Sumrall ; and that the Pastors be requested to urge the 
matter upon the churches. 

Committee on Publications reported. Adopted. (Ap- 
pendix E.) 

On motion, resolved to take up & collection to send the 
Bible to our.soldiers. Collected $31 05. 

On motion, , 

Resoleed, That the fands thas raised be placed in the bands of Bro. W. M. Ha- 
ley; for the purchase of Bibles, and by bim to be distributed to the’ volunteers who 
went from the bounds of this Association. 

Committee on Preaching report: Bro. E. R. Freeman 
to preach at 11 o’clock, to-morrow ; Bro. Wm. Ashcraft 
immediately after him. , 

On motion, 

Resolced, That the Delegates to this Association, and Ministers especially, be re- 
quested to bring the subject of supplying our soldiers with the Holy Scriptures 
before their respective churches, and that « collection be taken up a each of the 
churches composing this Association, at their next meeting, in cash, or Bibles, or 
‘Testaments, and the amount thus collected be sent to Bro. W.-M. Haley, and by bum 
distributed to our soldiers. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to the brethren, sisters, 
and friends, of this community, for the kind and hospitable manner in which they 
have entertained us during our meeting” 

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorized to attend to the printing of the Minutes, 
and that he be allowed twenty dollars for bis services. 


ie of Committee of Finance adopted. (Appen- 
dix F.) 
Resolved, That we adjourn to meet with the Church at New Zion, Copiah county, 
Friday before the 4th Sabbath in September, 1862. 
D. J. BROWN, Moderator. 
O. L. Jounstox, Clerk, 
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MINUTES OF THE-~ 7 


SABBATH. 


The congregation assembled at 11 o’clock. Bro. E. R. 
Freeman preached from _ He was.followed by Bro. 
Wm. Ashcraft, from Romans, 1-16. They were listened 
to by: a large and attentive audience, and we ho much 
good was done, for “‘ the Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation.” 

There was a collection taken up for Home Missions, 
amounting to $18 25. 

Bren G. L. Oliver and W. W. Bolls, preached to the 
blacks; and thus closed one of the most harmonious mect- ~ 
ings ever held by the Union Association. 





APPENDI= A. 


REPORT OF BOOK COMMITTEE. 


Your Committee appointed two years ago, to settle with 
the Book Committee, and with said funds to take life- 
directorships and life-memberships, in the Mississippi Bap- 
tist Bible and Book Oolportage Society, beg leave to re- 


rt: 
P That they have not been able to collect the fands, and 
consequently have not aid it over. We have in our 
hands fifteen dollars, The, balance is in the hands of the 
Book Committee. In regard to the books, we have to re- 
port that, from negligence, they have not been sent to the 


roper person. 
ans Respectfully submitted, w. W. BOLLS 








APPENDICES. 
APPENDIX B. 


REPORT OF DELEGATE TO $. B. 8.8. U. 


| 


To the Union Association : 


Breturen—By your a pointment, I attended the An- 
nual Meeting of the 8. B.S. 8. Union, which met in Lou- 
isville, Ky., in November last. The meeting was rather 
urbancés of the country. 


But, though small, it was pleasant, and, we trust, much 


yas done in the promotion of a sound Baptist 8. 8. 
iterature. Let us, by every means, endeavor to further 
this important and desirable institution. | The world needs 


it, and the true followers of God should give it every sup- 
port and encouragement, 


© next meeting will be held with the Baptist Church 
at Helena, Arka 


nsas, commencing on Friday before the 4th 
Sabbath in November next. ; | 
Expenses of the trip, $31 10. ‘| 
Respectfully submitted, : 
WM. MULLINS. 


+ 


APPENDIX c, 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 
To om the Introductory Sermon: S. Buffkin ; alter- 
nate, W. B. Gallman. 
oe. Sermon: W. W. Bolls ; alternate, 8. G. 


————— 


EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


A.J Tnaan J. L. Lawns, 
Henry Cotemay, 8. R. Doxy, 
8. D. Dopps, 
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APPENDICES. 9 


APPENDIX D. 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 


Your Board held their first meeting at Damascus, on 
Saturday after your last Annual Session. We did not 
then know.of any Minister whose labors could be obtained 
as Missionary. A committee was appointed to correspond 
with qinisters, with a view of securing the services of 
some one in that capacity. At their second meeting, 
which was held in December, your Board employed Bro. 
Buffkin for his whole time, the remainder of the Associa- 
tional year, as your Missionary, to labor in the lower part 
of your Association. The salary for which Bro. Buff kin 
agreed to labor is five hundred dollars, which your Board 
think is very moderate. Your Board was anxious to se- 
cure the labors of another Missionary to labor in Clai- 
borne, and a portion of Jefferson counties. A correspond- 
ence-was kept up with the view of securing a suitable Mis- . 
sionary for said field. But, at their meeting in March, 
owing to the great depression in financial affairs, and the 
unsetéled political state of the country, the Board thought 
it inexpedient to employ another Missionary. 

The following is the amount of labor performed by your 
Missionary, from December up to the present time: Miles 
traveled, 2,000; Sermons preached, 42; organized 1 church, 
ordained one Deacon. ’ 

The labors of your Board have been restricted for the 
want of funds. They are unwilling to employ Missiona- 
ries without a reasonable peers to pay them for their 
labor. The Saviour says ‘‘the laborer 1s worthy of his 
hire.” The Apostle says: ‘“ Even so hath the Lord or- 
dained that they who preach the ieee should live of the 
Gospel.” It is no more clearly taught that it 1s the duty 
of some to preach the Gospel, than that it 1s the duty of 
others to support them . while preaching. If the churches 
would contribute liberally, the Board could supply all the 
destitute places in your bounds with the preached word ; 
but while they do not, we can only supply a few of the 
destitute places, while others equally important must re- 
main unsupplied. 

Your Board have done the best that they could under 
the circumstances. When we made the appropriation for 
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10 APPENDICES. 
your Missionary, we anticipated the liberal contributions 
of your churches. We are sorry to say that these antici- 
pations have not been realized. There has not been money 
in the Treasury, up to the present time, to pay the amount 
due at the end of the first quarter. Brethren, how long 
shall this state of affairs continue? How long shall the 
Board remain in debt? And how long shall those places 
now destitute of the preached Gospel, remain unsupplied, 
for the want of a small portion of that abundance which 
God, in his providence, has bestowed upon us as his stew- 
ards? Say not that the times are hard and that money is 
scarce. If we would contribute what we give for things 
that are not necessary for our enjoyment, some of which 
are injurions, there would be means sufficient to supply 
every destitute place in your bounds with the preached 
Gospel. But, brethren, this is not the measure of our 
duty. We must be willing to make sacrifices, if need be, 
for the cause of Christ. Christ was willing to make sac- 
rifices for the good of man, and to follow him, we too, 
must be willing to make sacrifices for the good of our fel- 
low-man. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. B. GALLMAN, Sec’y of Board. 
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APPENDICES. ° 11 
MISSIONARY’S REPORT. 


Your Missionary begs leave to report : 

That I have continued my labors up to the present, in 
accordance with an agreement on your part. I have been 
preaching at Brookhaven. My congregations have been 
yood and attentive. There seems. to be a desire on the 
part of many to haye Baptist reaching there. At my 
second appointment, I preached Saturday and Saturday 
night. Sunday and ag night, the Pedoes seemed to 
be a little restless, hence they rohibited us from using 
their house, which they had ten ered to us for the-year. 
We have procured the use of the Male Academy for the 
balance of the year. The prospects seem od for build- 
ing up a Baptist Church in Brookhaven. have kept ms 
appointment at Fayette with some prospect of doing g000; 
and also, my appointment at Ebenezer has been kept up 
regularly to the present. At Old Salem, the prospects are 


dull. 
Miles travelled, $00; Sermons, 19; Marriages, 1; Con- 
versations, many. 
Respectfully submitted, 
é §. BUFFKIN. 


APPENDIX EB. 
REPORT 


Of the Special Committee to whom was referred the re- 
solution on Publications, and especially the subject of 
supplying our soldiers with the Scriptures: ; 

Your Committee feel that the Mississippi Baptisht, our 
State Organ, ought to be, and must be sustained. Owing 
to the extreme pecuniary pressure of the times, it has been 
cut down to half a sheet. No doubt this will be but @ 
temporary retrenchment, and in a few months it will re- 
sume its full size and its regular appearance, 


creased circulation. 
With regard to the circulation of the ae and 
Religious Literature among Our soldiers, we feel that it 18 



















































APPENDICES. 


a measure, the importance of which cannot be Overrated. 
The demoralizing influence of camp life has become pro- 
verbial, even on the page of history. This, however, is 
not believed to be a necessary evil, The human mind can- 
not be long unemployed, and if something worthy is not 
presented, it is liable to seize upon what is seriously inju- 
rious. There’ are thousands of soldiers who, if supplied 


with the Bible, would read it more in their tents on the ° 


field, than they would amid the comforts and enjoyments 
athome. And if this be 80, how can we, as christians, 
remain quiet and inactive, while we reflect how much we 
are dependent npon the toils, labors and exposures, of 
those young men, and know that they are destitute, at 


least a large portion of them, of the Word of God, and of - 


religious reading. 

What we do must be done quickly. While all our fa- 
thers and mothers, brothers and sisters, many of our ser- 
vants, and even children down to seven years of age, are 
making common cause, and doing their best to supply the 
wants of the army, let it be ours to see that they are ee 
plied with the bread of life in copious abundance. Surely 
if we can feed and clothe our brave volunteers, we can 
furnish them with spiritaal food. Let us not hesitate at 
the expense. The expense is too insignificant a trifle to 
Occasion a moment’s delay. Let us lay hold of this busi- 
ness with an energy and determination that will not falter 
till complete success shall be attained. . 

Your committee would also call attention to the publi- 
cations of the Southern Sabbath School Union. Many of 
our schools are already supplied with them, and we are 
fully persuaded that no true lover of God will fail to com- 
mend them, after a candid examination, 

Respectfully submitted, 


W. H. TAYLOR, Chairman. 
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APPENDI=X F. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


Your Committee on Finace beg leave to report: 
That they have examined the Treasurer's Report, and 
find the same correctly stated, showing a balance on hand 





at the commencement of this Association, of 2 93 
To which may be added the amount sent up by 

the churches,..... che te Hates aera eleianreta Tis Saree 86 00 
Making a total amount on hand of.........---- $88 93 


Respectfully submitted, 


F. A. MARTIN. 


— 





e 


‘“APPENDI=<X G. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 
E. R. SUMRALL, 


In account with Union Association, Dr. 
To amount reported by last Treasurer, ....---- $315 33 

Oe. 
By am’t paid A. R. Lum by former Treasurer,.. 260 00, 
Received from former Treasurer this amount, 55 33 
To a’mt sent up by churches last year,......-- 168 90 
“ 6 ~~ e@ollected on Sabbath, ......-.eeee+e+ 60 35 
sf i" at Damascus Union Meeting,.. 40 25 
ee, 8S se Antioch, tbe, fe 8 30 
a ae Ebenezer, ‘“ oy 21 35 
$354 68 

Cr. 
By am’t paid Clerk for labor,.. ich 25 00 
& 6 6 printing and postage,..- ++ +--+ ++: 65 00 
« « 6 §, Buffkin, Missionary,...--- 133 00 
6 “« §. Buffkin, = Vacaue's Sane . 127 45 


——_ 


Balance in Treasurer’s hand, .......- 1+: 2 93 
EE: SUMRALL, Treasurer. 
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